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Sponsoring a child offers them the gift of a changed life.

Getting underprivileged youth out of 
their environment is an important part of 

ministry…

World Cup S piritual P erspective
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children and teenagers, fun and sportsmanship rank high. 
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to their activities. Sharing love and social values help 
reinforce biblical messages.

 According to Sue Avery, child sponsorship is  
a matter of the heart for everyone…

Together Child Sponsorship
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For the Avery family, this is a heartfelt experience for all 
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environments and into a neutral one is an important part of 
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Left, loving care helps children of farm workers who enjoy their 
time in this crèche. Below, good sportsmanship leads to Good News 
about Jesus in South Africa. Dave and Vicky Emmerson undertake 
ministry to meet physical, social and spiritual needs.

Stuart and 
Sue Avery, 
together with 
their family, 
cherish their 
relationship 
with Kheo. 

Living in 
poverty, as a 
small child, 
Kheo was 
vulnerable.

Today Kheo 
enjoys her 
education 
and can look 
forward to a 
more secure 
future.
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A child’S  ViEw
In spite of improving education, girls in Vietnam 
still have fewer opportunities than boys to attend 

and stay in school.



* denotes projects overseen by our affiliate partner Childcare Worldwide www.childcareworldwide.org

Leamington Christian Mission
 ‘If each person cared for just one other person, there 
would be no need for the likes of us,’ says Steph Devlin 
who heads the Leamington Christian Mission. 

Throughout summer, people coming to the soup kitchen 
appreciate the food they receive. For most, it is their only 
hot meal for the day.

Recently, Steph and her husband Geoff went to speak at a 
church. A woman threw her arms around them and then she 
explained her warm welcome. ‘Do you see that young lady 
rehearsing with the music group?’ she asked.

At first, they did not recognise her. The woman explained, 
‘She had been heavily into drugs and came to your soup 
kitchen. Once in desperation, she prayed. She felt God speak 
to her and knew she had to change. She came off drugs 
immediately and her testimony now is “My life changed.” I 
know because I’m her mother!’

The Devlins say it’s a reminder that sometimes things look 
different to us but God is working – even when we show 
just one person we care. 

Top right, being with the children at the Siloam Baby Rescue Centre 
Geoff and Janet Clare observed, ‘They all look so well and happy.’  Top 
left, young Joshua wanted to read for Geoff as his surrogate mother Lydia 
looks on. Above, girls from the Siloam hostel enjoyed putting on a musical 
programme for the Clares and then visiting with them.

The Leamington Mission Team realises that, even in summer, hungry 
people need the nourishment of one hot meal a day.

Prayer is greatly appreciated as currently Geoff 
Devlin is recovering from a serious bout of illness 
with pneumonia, pleurisy and blood clots.  
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Matters of fact
Infant mortality in India remains as high as  

63 deaths – per 1,000 live births.

Meeting the children and young girls of Chennai first-hand made a lasting impression…

Meeting the Children of South India

It was a long way to travel from Chester to Chennai, yet  
Geoff and Janet Clare value their recent visit. As supporters 
of the Siloam Baby Rescue Centre, they wanted to experi-
ence for themselves what the everyday life of the children 
is like.

Their first impression of Chennai is similar to many 
visitors. It is a polluted area and poverty-stricken. That is 
why they were particularly struck by how well protected the 
children are in the home.  

Geoff and Janet noted that our executive Director for India, 
David Sutharsanam Gururaj and Director of Children’s 
Ministries Lydia Gomathy act almost like guardians to this 
extended family. ‘They are dedicated to caring for all the 
children entrusted to them right through to maturity,’ Janet 
notes. ‘Lydia is a great surrogate mother. She really combines 
love and discipline at the same time.’

Girls came from the Siloam hostel to present a musical 
programme and meet the Clares. Geoff and Janet sum up, 
‘It’s very encouraging because you see the children first-hand. 
They are thriving and learning about Jesus early in life while 
being so well looked after.’ 
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